SECRETARY’S REPORT

Despite a disastrous year for technical evenings, the two social events, namely the Christmas Family Lunch and Dinner Dance were well attended and enjoyed by all participants.  The Annual Dinner Dance was reduced in numbers to 147 (previously 174 in 2007) BUT in terms of comments after the event all have virtually been very positive with ‘best ever’ being mentioned by several companies.  The only negative comments have been concerning the choice of venue (i.e. Ramada at Sutton Coldfield).  We will look at alternatives now that our numbers are likely to be around the 150 mark BUT we must also consider cost (as we do not want to increase ticket prices to cover any extra costs at an alternative venue) and location as several large supporters, namely Cemex, Aggregate Industries, Ennstone Johnston and QPI, who covered more than 50% of this year’s support are based in the east of our region.

We must say big thank you’s to all the companies and individuals who donated tombola prizes (the biggest prize gathering ever) with a special thanks to Roger Hinchcliffe of North Staffs Irrigation for his generosity with the Cuddly Toy Auction which sent the donation to the County Air Ambulance up to the £1,500 mark – the highest ever.  What do they say ‘charity begins at home’ and all those responsible deserve a pat on the back!
  Also a big thank you to Sharon Jones who more or less organized the whole event before, during and after – the during I can confirm by my company’s bar bill!!!  Letters have been sent out to all concerned with the branch’s thanks.

The EGM called in January 2008 was well attended even though the response to the questionnaire has been disappointing.  This will be dealt with in detail later.
I would like to thank Jason Kilroy again for the Programme/Booklet which is our main funding from advertisers and I know he has some new ideas for the future.

Please encourage everybody in 2008/9 to attend, participate and generally get involved because our Branch must survive and succeed for the sake of the Institute and Industry as a whole.

I would like, on behalf of us all, to wish Vic Spillard (a committee member for ??? years) a speedy recovery from his back operation today.
