SECRETARY’S REPORT

The events organized for 2009/10 were much improved in terms of support from 2008/09 and included technical evenings, Christmas family lunch and the first joint Dinner Dance with the Midlands Branch.
Regarding the Dinner Dance it was necessary for both branches to look at costs and venue choice in order to justify the event in the current economic climate.  Despite lower attendance it was a great success and enjoyed by all companies present.  As a result the two branches have again decided to hold a joint Spring Ball on April 23rd.

We must say a big thank you to all the companies and individuals who donated tombola prizes with a special thank you to Roger Hinchcliffe of North Staffs Irrigation for yet again his generosity with the Cuddly toy auction.  Dave Coxon and Harry Crowfoot presented a donation of £1,553 to the Midlands Air Ambulance on 3rd June 2009  
Please encourage everybody in 2010/11 to attend, participate and generally get involved because our branch must survive and succeed for the sake of the Institute and Industry as a whole.

